
OLYMPIC  TOURNAMENT 2010

FAIRIES AWARD

                 Judge: IGM PETKO PETKOV

I received 23 problems by composers from 13 nations: Austria: Dr Klaus Wenda; Armenia: Alexey Gasparyan; Bulgaria: Krasimir Gandev, Diyan  Kostadinov; Germany: Sven Trommler, Arnold Beine, Michael Barth; Czech Republic: Vaclav Kotesovec, Jan Ducac; Hungary: György Bakcsi; Latvia: Valery Nebotov; Macedonia: Georgy Hadzi-Vaskov, Alexandar Popovski; Poland: Stefan Milewski; Romania: Vlaicu Crisan; Russia: Lev Grolman; Serbia: Nebojsa Joksimovic, Dragan Stojnic, Slovakia: Juraj Brabec, Jan Golha, Juraj Lörinc, Stanislav Vokal, Daniel Novomeski. 

The level of the problems is high (especially in the case of the  compositions honoured with medals and prizes) and of course it is very good evidence that this is a competition of the highest rank, as befits an Olympic  tournament!   

The main criteria applied in my work as judge were the originality and difficulty of the content and of course the technical design of the compositions. 

      VLAICU CRISAN  

           Romania 

         1st Prize

          Gold medal  

[image: image1.png]L Y=





HS#3,5    2 solutions   (6+6)

 =Half-neutral pieces  

LEO: e3

PAO: e2, f5 

VAO: c4, f2

 Gold medal  - VLAICU CRISAN 

In this super problem we see a patent idea (and also mechanism) invented by Vlaicu Crisan, in which the play of three half-neutral pieces is developed and enriched to its highest form. The tries 2.hVAa6=nhVA? (in the 1st solution) and 2.hPAf8=nhPA? (in the 2nd solution), which fail because of illegal self-checks from the VAO or PAO (neutral at that point), have a logical character. After the preliminary line-closings hPa5 and hVAf7 there follow a fine black sacrifice by one S and a line-closing by the other. In this remarkable Aristocratic Meredith every half-move contains a thematic motif. I.1...hSe7=nhS 2.hPAb5 = nhPA Sa6 3.hVAxa6 = nhVA Sc5 4.nhSf5 = whS+ nhPAxf5 = bhPA#; II. 1...hSb6 = nhS 2.hVAf7 = nhVA Sf8 3.hPAxf8 = nhPA Se6 4.nhSc4 = whS+ nhVAxc4 = bhVA#.

     JURAJ BRABEC 

           Slovakia

           2nd Prize 
        Silver medal 
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#2                                 (11+13)

       PAO: a2,c1

       VAO: b1

       Bishop-hopper: e7, g6, h7

       Rook-hopper: a6, e8, f1, f2, h6
Silver medal - JURAJ BRABEC 

Very original and obviously super-difficult to set: a three-phase cyclic change of functions of the white moves A, B & C, which in different phases act as threats, mating moves, and virtual dual-moves with “Ukrainian motifs”. 

The dual-avoidance motivation is presented in an excellent way after black Rook-hopper line openings. Set-play: 1...Sc2~ (a) 2.  Sc6# (A), 2.Sxf5# (B), 2. Se2# (C). Tries: 1. BHc5? (2. Sc6# - A) – 1...Sc2~(a) 2. Sxf5# (B) - not 2.Se2+?(C) because 2…RHxe2! but 1…RHf6!; 1.BHe4? (2.Sxf5# - B) – 1…Sc2~(a) 2. Se2# (C) – not 2.Sc6+?(A) because 2…RHxc6!; Solution: 1.RHb2! (2. Se2# - C) – 1…Sc2~(a) 2.Sc6# (A) not 2.Sxf5+?(B) because 2…RHxf5!; (1…RHe6 2. dxe6#.).   
   VACLAV KOTESOVEC

       Czech Republic

             3rd Prize 
       Bronze medal 
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 H#16,5   3 solutions (2+2)

    White maximummer

    Black minimummer

    KÖKO 
Bronze medal – VACLAV KOTESOVEC 

A unique 3-fold echo with only 4 pieces (a four-man problem or Wenigsteiner!) in different parts of the board, with specific white mating moves in which the King activates the white Bishop in an anti-battery manner. It passes belief that such content is really possible! I. 1. - Kg4 2.Kc4 Bf5 3.Sg5 Bd3 4.Kd4 Bg6 5.Sh7 Bd3 6.Ke4 Kf5+ 7.Ke3 Be4 8.Kf3 Kg6 9.Kf4 Bf3 10.Kf5+ Kg7 11.Kf4 Bg4 12.Kf5 Kh8 13.Kg5 Bh5 14.Kg4 Bg6 15.Kg5 Kg7 16.Kh5 Bf7 17.Sf6 Kh6#; II. 1. - Be4 2.Sf2 Bc6 3.Kc5 Be4 4.Kd5 Kg2 5.Ke5 Kf3 6.Kf5 Ke2 7.Kf4 Bg2 8.Kg3 Bf1 9.Sd1 Bh3 10.Kf3+ Kd2 11.Kg3 Bg2 12.Kf3 Kc1 13.Kf2 Bf1 14.Kg2 Be2 15.Kf2 Kd2 16.Kf1 Bd3 17.Se3 Ke1#; III. 1. - Ke4 2.Kc4 Kd5+ 3.Kc5 Bb5+ 4.Kd6 Bd7+ 5.Ke5 Bg4 6.Kf5 Ke4+ 7.Kg5 Kf3 8.Kh5 Kg2 9.Kh4 Bf3 10.Sg1 Bh5 11.Kh3+ Kf1 12.Kh2 Be2 13.Kh1 Kf2 14.Kh2 Kg3+ 15.Kh1 Bg4 16.Sh3 Bf3 17.Sf2 Kh2#;
    DIYAN KOSTADINOV

            Bulgaria 

            4th Prize 
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HS#3,5   b) Be3 – f2       (5+6)

           Eiffel  Chess

4th Prize - DIYAN KOSTADINOV

A Meredith with a very ambitious thematic complex. The Miloslava theme (destruction of an initial battery and creation of two new batteries with the same thematic pieces on different lines) here is combined with white AUW + battery creation. The fairy condition is very well used. a) 1…Bc4! 2.d8B! Rg4 3.c8Q! Bxe2 4.Bb6+ Rc4#; b) 1…Bd5! 2.d8S! Rc6 3.c8R! Rc5 4.Se6+ Bxe6# . 

       JAN GOLHA      

         Slovakia     

          5th Prize 
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H#3       2  solutions     (1+2+3)

           Circe  Parrain 

5th Prize -  JAN GOLHA

A perfect Chameleon-echo with surprising “ideal mates” in which we see double-check finales realised by two neutral Bishops! The play is also interesting and obviously difficult for solving. A pearl!   I. 1.nBe3! Kxe3 2.nSc1(nBf1) nSa2+ 3.Kxc2 nBd3(nBa4)#; II. 1.nSd2+! nBxd2+ 2.Kxc2(nSd1) nSxb2(nBa3) 3.Kxd2(Rc2) nBb4 (nBe3)#. 

    SVEN TROMMLER  

           Germany  

     1st Honourable Mention
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H#3      3  solutions     (4+13)

Equihoppers: a4, f3, g5, h3

        1st Honourable Mention  - SVEN TROMMLER

A curious and very rare design: in each solution one of the three Equihoppers performs a strange Rundlauf in the form of a triangle. The black pieces (Queen, Rook and Bishop) help in these actions of course, but simultaneously block the square b2 three times, after which we see surprising model mates! The main question here is a technical one: is it possible to produce a better version with fewer black technical pieces? I. 1.Be5 EQb3  2.Kb1 EQh7  3.Bb2 EQf3#; II. 1.Rb4 EQc4  2.Ka2 EQa8  3.Rb2 EQa4#; III. 1.Qe5! EQc5  2.Ka1 EQe1  3.Qb2 EQg5#. 

      LEV GROLMAN    

           Russia   

   2nd Honourable Mention  
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H#2,5  3  solutions  (1+8+3)

                Circe

 Bishop – Lion: a2,c4,f4,h7

 Rook – Lion: f7, g6

 Nightrider: b6

 Neutral pieces: BLa2, Nb6, RLg6

 2nd Honourable Mention - LEV GROLMAN

Cyclic change of functions by three neutral pieces with a lot of very good and modern thematic motifs, for example: black self-blocks on g8, c2 & d3, switchbacks, Umnov and even Zilahi elements, etc.. In comparison with the previous problem the construction here seems much better at first sight, but de facto here too there are important questions about the not so pleasant functions of some fairy technical pieces. I. 1…nNd5! 2.nBLxd5(nNd8) nNa2 3. BLc2 nBLxa2(nNa1)#; II. 1…nNc8! 2.nNxg6(nRLg8) nRLc8 3.Rg8 nNxc8(nRLc1)#; III. 1…nBLe6! 2.nRLxe6(nBLe8) nBLg6 3.BLd3 nRLxg6 (nBLg1)#

   DRAGAN STOJNIC 

             Serbia 

   3rd Honourable Mention
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#2         Anti – Circe       (12+10)

         Type  Cheylan 

         Grasshopper: f7, h2

3rd Honourable Mention - DRAGAN STOJNIC

Lender’s combination is here successfully presented using the Anti-Circe condition. A good addition to the main formula are the tries:1.Bb5+? Gh2xf2(Gf1)! and 1.Kb5+? Gh2xe5(Ge1)!; 1. Be5~? (2.Kb5#) but 1… Gfh5! Thematic play: 1.Rg2-g4? (A) – thr. 2.Bb5#  (B) - 1…Ghh5 2.Kb5# (C), 1…Gfh5 2.Bxf4(Bc1)# (D) but 1…Gf5!; 1. Be5~? (2.Gfh5!); 1. Bxf4(Bc1) (D),  thr. 2. Kb5#(C), 1…Ghh5 2.Bb5# (B), 1…Gfh5 2.Rg4# (A). (1…Sxc2(Sg8) 2.Kb3#).     

Dr KLAUS WENDA     

            Austria    

4th Honourable Mention
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HS#4,5     b)  Pd5 – f5     (8+7)

                Circe

       Kangaroo: g5, h7 

4th Honourable Mention - Dr KLAUS WENDA

Rich, difficult and surprising contents: double Circe-provoked white castling, the creation of fine anti-batteries using the KAg5, en passant captures and model mates. Circe is maximally used here, but the big minus of this echo-problem is the excessive symmetry in the construction & play. This weakness is very difficult to eliminate in almost all such problems, where the simple presence of the double castling inevitably means a high degree of symmetry. By the way, here we have no  fully valid interchange of functions between the Kangaroos, because only the KAg5 creates anti-batteries. a) 1…Sxd5 (Pd2)! 2.Rc5  KAxc5 (Ra1) 3.0-0-0  Sxc7(Pc2) 4.d3+ Kd5 5.c4+ bxc3 ep (Pc2) #; b) 1…Sxf5(Pf2)! 2.Rb7 KAxb7(Rh1) 3.0-0  Sxg7(Pg2) 4.f3+ Kf5 5.g4+ hxg3 ep (Pg2)#

      JURAJ LÖRINC 
               Slovakia 
   5th Honourable Mention   
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h#3       3  solutions          (7+6)

Grasshoppers: a4,a7,b1,b4,b6,f1,h5

       5th Honourable Mention -  JURAJ LÖRINC

Interesting Queen and Grasshopper play using the ANY type: two fully identical solutions + one anti-identical: I. 1.Qd5+ Ge4 2.Kc4 Ke3 3.Gfb5 Geb4#; II. 1.Qd6 Ge3 2.Kc5 Ke4 3.Ghb5 Geb6#; III. 1.Qd7 b3 2.Kc3 Ke3 3.Qb5 Ga3#. 

KRASIMIR GANDEV

           Bulgaria  

Special Honourable Mention 
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SS = = 18    Circe    (1+7+10)

Poseidon ( Marine King) – d3

Rook-Locust – h5

Neutral pieces: RL, Pawns.

Special Honourable Mention - KRASIMIR GANDEV 

A problem which in my opinion has the character of a good grotesque. Such multiple promotions of neutral Pawns are well known in all genres but here the play is not so standard and the finale is surprising. In such tasks of course there is inevitably a mechanical element (or style) which is monotonous.  1.POc3! 2.POxb2-a1 (nPb7) 3.nPxa8 = nRL (Bc8) 4.nRLxa5-a4 (nPa7) 5.nPxb8=nRL (Qd8) 6.nRLxb5-b4 (nPb7)  7.nPxc8 = nRL 8.nRLxc5-c4 (nPc7) 9.nPxd8=nRL 10.nRLxd5-d4 (nPd7) 11.nPxe8=nRL (Sg8) 12.nRLxe5-e4 (nPe7) 13.nPxf8=nRL (Rh8) 14.nRLxf5-f4 (nPf7) 15.nPxg8=nRL 16.nRLxg5-g4 (nPg7) 17.nPxh8 =nRL 18.nRLxh5-h4 (nRLh1) Kxf3 (nPf2)  = = . 

      MICHAEL BARTH 
               Germany

     Commendation 
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S#8         Anti - Circe     (7+10)

Commendation - MICHAEL BARTH 
An interesting selfmate in logical style but the try on the first move seems only theoretical. 1.b8=S? ( 2. ? ) 1.Se5 ! ( 2.Sg6 + Qxg6 – d8# ) Rf7 2.Sf3 ( 3.Sxe1 – g1 + Qe1 # ) Re7 3.Sh4 ( 4.Sg6 + Qxg6 – d8 # ) Rf7 4.Sg2 ( 5.Sxe1- g1 + Qe1 # ) Re7  5.Sf4 ( 6.Sg6 + Qxg6 - d8 # ) Rf7 6.b8=S!  and 7.Se6 + dxe6 – Pe7 8.Sd7 + Qxd7 - d8 #

      ARNOLD BEINE  
                 Germany

     Commendation 
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Reciprocal H = = 8   2 sol. (3+8)

Double  Maximummer

KöKo,  Madrasi 

(No Kings!)

         Commendation - ARNOLD BEINE

Another grotesque with many promotions and surprising finales, in which obviously the Kings are surplus. I.) 1.h1Q a8R 2.Qh8 Rxh8 3.b1R Ra8 4.Rh1 Rh8 5.f1S g8R 6.Sh2 Rxh2 7.d1R Rxg2 8.Rdg1==, 8.Ra1 Rg1==; II.) 1.c1Q a8Q 2.Qc8 b8R 3.Qh3 Qxg2 4.a1R Rh8 5.Rh1 Rxh3 6.Ra1 Ra3 7.e1Q Qg6 8.Qb1==, 8.Qh1 Qb1==.

   GYÖRGY  BAKCSI  

                 Hungary

     Commendation 
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H=4      Mirror  Circe       (7+6)

 Commendation - GYÖRGY BAKCSI 
A nice finale which is difficult to find but unfortunately there is only one solution. 1. bxc1R (Bf8) Be7 2. Rbxb1 (Bc8) Be6 3. Ba1 Rb2 4. Bd1 Rdc2=. 

     ALEXEY  GASPARYAN    

                 Armenia 

     Commendation 
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SS = 21                             (5+5)

Commendation - ALEXEY  GASPARYAN
 AUW – very  familiar idea in this genre in a nice setting: 1. b4  2. b5  3. b6  4. b7  5. b8=S!  6. Sxc6  7. Sd8  8. c6  9. c7  10. c8=Q! 11. Qс2  12. Sf7  13. Qxg6  14. Qh6  15. g6  16. g7  17. g8=B!  18. Kg7  19. h8=R!  20. Кh7  21. Qf8+! Kxf8   =. 

SOFIA

February, 2010
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