       DIYAN KOSTADINOV – 25 JT
SELFMATES AWARD
I’do like to thank all composers which took part in my Jubilee tourney which was for selfmates in 3-8 moves with free theme. It was very strong tourney with the participation of almost all great selfmate masters in the world. 23 problems of 19 authors from 9 countries were included. Participators: Andrey Selivanov, Eugene Fomichev, Valerij Surkov, Valery Kirillov, Aleksandr Ajusin, Aleksey Kargapolov (Russia), Valery Kopyl, Gennady Koziura, Michail Mishko, Ivan Soroka (Ukraine), Jivko Janevski (Macedonia), Dieter Muller, Frank Richter (Germany), Juraj Lorinc (Slovakia), Andrejs Strebkovs, Aleksandr Cistjakov (Latvia), Jorma Pitkanen (Finland), Leonid Makaronec (Israel), Pavlos Moutecidis (Greece). One problem was eliminated about the many solutions. The award is as follow:

Valery Kirillov (Russia) & Michail Mishko (Ukraine)

1st  Prize
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S#4                            (16+4)
 This is a beautiful combination of black AUW with 4 model mates. 1.Rf8! – zz; 1…d1Q 2.QWf3 Ke6 3.Qc6 Qd6 4.Na6 Qc6#, 1…d1R 2.Rf5 Ke6 3.Nd6 Rd5 4.Nb5 ab5#, 1…d1B 2.Rf5 Ke6 3.Qg8 Kf5 4.Bc2 Bc2#, 1…d1N 2.e4 Kd4 3.Nc6 Kd3 4.Nb2 Nb2#.

Eugene Fomichev (Russia) & Gennady Koziura (Ukraine)
2nd  Prize
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S#7                           (11+3)
Here is a good flight-giving key and two interesting variations with Bohemian dynamic echo mates. 1.Qf7!! – zz – 1…Ke4 2.d3 Ke5 3.Ke3 Qe7 4.Nd7 Qd7 5.Rg5 Qf5 6.Be2 Qg5 7.Qf4 Qf4#;  1…Qe7 2.Nc6 Ke4 3.Nd6 Qd6 4.Rg4 Qf4 5.Be1 b5 6.cb5 Qg4 7.Qf3 Qf3#
Zivko Janevski (Macedonia)
3rd Prize
      [image: image3.png]stod Im] ] 3

o0
w0l ol ) ol
<] <4 4o ]

P Qg





S#3                             (11+12)

Fourfold cyclic of white moves and black battery play with two battery mates by the front piece and two direct mates by the rear battery piece. 1.Rh2! - 2.Qd2 (A) Bd2 3.Ne5(B) Re5#; 1…Bf6 (Bf4)  2.Ne5 (B)  Be5 3.Qd4(C) Bd4#, 1…Rh4 2.Qd4 (C) Rd4 3.Bc4(D) Rc4#, 1…Bf7 2.Bc4(D) Bc4 3.Qd2(A) Bd2#. 
Andrey Selivanov (Russia)
4th  Prize
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         S#4                         (7+8)
Five variations with white R-S battery play in very elegant position - white aristocrat with only 15 pieces and excellent flight giving key. The repetitions of the moves 4.Rc3 Qc3# are weakness, but it seems to me that is impossible to avoid them. 1.Rc8!! (2.Ne5 Ke3 3.Ng4 Rg4 4.Rc3 Qc3#) - 1…h5 2.Nb2 Ke3 3.Qg5 Rg5 4.Rc3 Qc3#, 1…Qg8 2.Nd6 Ke3 3.Qb3 Qb3 4.Rc3 Qc3#, 1…Qh7 2.Na3 Ke3 3.Nc2 Qc2 4.Qe2 Qe2#, 1…Ng6(Ne6) 2.Nd2 Ke3 3.Bf4 Nf4 4.Ng2 Ng2#.
Aleksey Kargapolov (Russia)
1st Hon.Mention
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S#6                                 (7+8)
Here are two interesting variations with beautiful echo mates. The author notes that the key can be change but this is his preference. Actually I think that this is not the best possible key, but it’s the author decision. 1.Kb3! – zz – 1…Nf1 2.Rd2 h2 3.Qe3 g3 4.Bc3 bc3 5.Kc2 cd2  6.Kd1 Ne3#, 1…Nf3 2.Nh2 Ne1 3.Kb2 b3 4.Ng5 bc2 5.Nf3 gf3 6.Kc1 Nd3#. 

Zivko Janevski (Macedonia)
2nd Hon. Mention
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S#3                             (7+13)
A new difficult cyclic task by the Macedonian grand master, here in combination with triple black unpins. 1.d8Q! [2.Nc4 (A) Ka4 3.Qd7(B) Nd7#) - 1…Ka4 2.Qd7(B) Ka5 3.Qa1(C) Na4#, 1…Nd4 2.Qa1! (C) ~ 3.Nc4 (A) Rc4#. 
Zivko Janevski (Macedonia)
3rd  Hon. Mention
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S#3                             (14+11)
Good problem with changed white continuations and black unpins. 1.Nc2? [2.Ng3 Kf4 3.Qd6 Nbd6#] - 1…gf4 2.d3 Ke5 3.Re7 Ne7#, 1…fe2 2.Re3 Kf4 3.Qd6 Nbd6#, 1…f2!; 1.Rd3! (2.Ng3 Kf4 3.Qd6 Nbd6#) - 1…gf4 2.Rd4 Ke5 3.Re7 Ne7#, 1…fe2 2.Re7 Kf4 3.Rd4 Nd4#.
Frank Richter (Germany)
4th   Hon. Mention
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S#5                               (11+12)
A very difficult problem: black battery play in the threat and two variations in which the both battery pieces becomes the rear pieces in the new created batteries in combination of black correction! Very nice content, but the problem has some weaknesses: short threat and the mate in the threat is a not clear. It’s a pity! 1.Qe1! [2.Rc2 - 3.Rd2 ed2 4.Qe5#, de5#, 2…e2 3.Qe2!] - 1…T~ 2.Rb4 Kd3 3.Rc3 Bc3 4.Qd1 Bd2 5.Qf1 e2#, 1…Rb8! 2.Qb4  Rb4 3.Rc4 Rc4 4.Nb5 ab5  5.Rd3 Kd3#.
Andrejs Strebkovs (Latvia)
1st  Commendation
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S#3                               (11+8)
Black unpin in the threat and white pins in the both variations.  1.Kb5! [2.Nc8 Kd7 3.Qc6 Qc6#] - 1…d2 2.Re6 Ne6 3.Bc7 Nc7#, 1…Qb8 2.Nf5 Rf5 3.Qd3  Bd3#.
Pavlos Moutecidis (Greece)
2nd   Commendation
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S#8*                               (8+2)
Switchback of four pieces, Fata Morgana 2/8, black minimal. Setplay: 1…Kf7 2.Qe5! Bh7#; 1.Qe5! Be6 2.Kf6 kd8 3.Qb8 Bc8 4.Kg6 Ke8 5.Qe5 Be6 6.Qh8 Bg8 7.Kf5 Ke7 8.Qe5 Bh7#. 
Juraj Lorinc (Slovakia) (after Gunter Glass & Heinz Zander)
3rd    Commendation
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S#3                         (12+5)
Problem with many tries and changes of white continuations, but the play is not so clear.  Setplay: 1...Qa2, Qa7 2.Qf7 Qf7 3.Be8 Qe8#, 1...Qb2 2.Qd6 Qf6 3.Qe6 Qe6#, 1...Qb1, Qa3, Qa6 2.Bd3 Qd3 3.Qe4 Qe4#; 1.Qf3? zz - 1…Qb2 2.Qc6 Qf6 3.Qe6 Qe6# - 1...Qa5!; 1.Qe3?, zz - 1...Qa7 2.Qe8 Qf7 3.Ba6 Qe8# - 1...Qa5!; 1.Na4? th. 2.Qd6 Qf6 3.Qe6 Qe6#, 1...Qe5 2.Qe4 Qf5 3.Bc4 Qe4# - 1...Qf6!; 1.Qa4! zz - 1...Qa2 2.Be8 Qf7 3.Qa1 Qe8#, 1...Qb2 2.Qa6 Qf6 3.Qe6 Qe6#, 1...Qb1, Qa3 2.Bd3 Qd3 3.Qe4 Qe4#. 
Valery Kopyl & Genady Koziura (Ukraine)
4th    Commendation
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S#5        2 solutions     (11+7)
Two chameleon echo mates in two solution form. I. 1.Bc4! Ka1 2.Nf2 gf2 3.Qa5 fe1 4.Qe1 Nb1 5.Qc3 Nc3#; II. 1.Bc3! c4 2.Kd4 d5 3.Re5 e6 4.Rb6 ab6 5.Qc2 Nc2#. 

Dieter Muller (Germany)
5th Commendation
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S#7                                  (5+5)

Aristocrat Meredith with play of different white pieces on the same place in the white 5th and 7th moves and some switchbacks too.  1.Rf8! Kg5 2.Nf3 Kg6 3.Rg8 Kf6/Kh7 4.Qh8/Qh7 5.Rg7/Qg7 Kf6/Kf5 6.Qh6/Nh4  Kf5/Kf4 7.Nd4/Qd4 Nd4#. 
Jorma Pitkanen (Finland)
6th  Commendation
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S#7                           (5+2)
This is a white aristocrat and black minimal miniature with ideal mate. An important note here is that the problems of this kind are with high risk of anticipation. 1.Be1! Kh1 2.Ng4 h6 3.Nf4 h5 4.Nf2 Kh2 5.Ne2 h4 6.Bd5 h3 7.Bg2 hg2#. 

  Judge: Diyan Kostadinov               

  2007, Burgas, Bulgaria 

